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Editor’s Note



Bishop Allwyn D’Silva
Chairperson

Commission for Ecology,

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India

Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay

The Season of Creation this year has for its theme: 

Jubilee for the Earth. One of the important elements of 

the Earth is Water. Water popularly represents life. It 

can be associated with birth, fertility and refreshment. 

In a Christian context, water has many correlations. 

Most of our sacraments use water for purification and 

life. Water has the power to purify, to provide 

deliverance, and it can also destroy evil and enemies 

as in the stories of the Flood (Genesis 6:17) and the 

flight of Israel from Egypt (Exodus 14:1-15:21). Christ 

walked on water and in another instance transmuted it 

into wine, thus these acts can be seen as a 

transcendence of the earthly condition.

I congratulate the Archdiocesan Office for Environment 

of the Archdiocese of Bombay for focusing on water 

during the Season of Creation. Together with the 

Commission for Ecology, they have suggested 

practical steps for us to implement during the month 

so that we can save our planet earth. Besides, they 

have based their reflection on the Vatican Document 

on water by the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 

Human Development: Aqua Fons Vitae. 

May this Season of Creation help us to feel the 

caress of God through water.
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Read the entire text of Aqua Fons Vitae here.
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https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/AFV for SoC2020_AOE_final.pdf
https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/Aqua fons Vitae.pdf


Jubilee for 
the Earth

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo 
Archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar 

This year, the Catholic Church fully participates in the ecumenical Season of 

Creation, following the invitation by Pope Francis. This special season, 

which the Holy Father describes as a “season of increased prayer and effort 

on behalf of our common home”, begins on 1st September, the World Day 

of Prayer for the Care for Creation and ends on 4th October, the Feast Day 

of Saint Francis of Assisi. The theme for 2020 is Jubilee for the Earth: New 

Rhythms, New Hope.

We in Asia hope to witness the Spirit renewing the face of earth as we 

consider the integral relationship between rest for the earth and our ways of 

living – ecological, economic, social and political. Through action in our 

families, parishes, schools, youth organisations, dioceses that is rooted in 

prayer, we seek to heal and renew our relationship with our common home. 

Read the entire message here.
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President of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences (FABC)
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https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/Pastoral Letter Season of Creation Card Bo-1.pdf


The Church recognises the need to respond to the 

climate emergency  humanity faces today. With 

this in mind, the Federation of Asian Bishops’ 

Conferences (FABC) Office of Clergy and Office of 

Human Development met at the Salesian Retreat 

House in Hua Hin, Thailand and focussed on the 

topic ‘Awakening Climate Change Concern in 

Seminaries’. 6 bishops, 26 priests, 1 religious 

brother and 8 lay people from 10 South and 

Southeast Asian countries as well as social media 

viewers realise that the priests of tomorrow will be 

key agents in the struggle for a sustainable world. 

Here is a link to the FABC Paper. 

frontlines...
From the

05

GREEN the Jubilee Edition

http://www.fabc.org/fabc papers/FABC Papers 162.pdf


…and now 
what?

Not so long ago, something happened and 

then nothing happened! 

The pandemic is like a shadow. You just 

can’t shake it off. But there’s hope that a 

vaccine will arrive. But till then, (almost) 

nothing is happening the way we thought it 

would.    

This edition also nearly didn’t happen. But 

thanks to the ‘Season of Creation’, we have 

a special ‘Jubilee’ edition. And our cover 

celebrates just that - renewal, the profusion 

of a forest, the interconnectedness, the 

harmony and the beauty the circle of life 

brings. Look closely and you might spot the 

butterflies and bees; the beasts and birds; 

falling leaves and sprouting seeds…

The theme for 2020 is Jubilee for the Earth: 

New Rhythms, New Hope. And in keeping 

with this theme, our edition steers a little ‘off 

the path’ and is a little ‘light-hearted’. Don’t 

we all need some respite from the gloom 

and doom everywhere? We couldn’t really 

report what parishes have been doing as a 

community...

So, we decided to find out what’s happening 

with nearly everything (and everyone) in 

lockdown mode and we were surprised at 

how many of you baked bread at home; 

found new ways to use bananas and left-

over chapatis. All very innovative. But the one 

thing that everyone and their neighbour

seemed to be doing is growing karelas and 

kadipatta. If you haven’t yet, there’s still hope 

(and time).  

Right from Colaba to Kharghar and Kurla to 

Kalyan, everyone’s become karela & 

kaddipatta-wallas. You’ll read more about it in 

our Diocese Diary. And that’s not all, some of 

you are talking to crows; some are counting 

squirrels; and in one instance, the story has 

‘literally’ gone to the dogs. Do dried leaves 

talk? We have a postcard from Nashik saying 

that they do.

A group of seven youth from across the globe 

were chosen to be part of a special United 

Nations task force on climate action. Archana

Soreng from Odisha is on it. On September 1, 

she addresses the youth of India and 

inaugurates this year’s Season of Creation 

with the Commission for Ecology.

The AOE has been working tirelessly to 

ensure we all do our bit for the Season of 

Creation and care for our common home.  

How about each one of us echo St Francis’ 

prayer - Lord, make me an instrument...

The Editorial Team

Fr Joseph Gonsalves
Head, Archdiocesan Office for Environment

Fr Luke Rodrigues SJ

Shawna Nemesia Rebello

Ciboni Vaz

Michelle Inez D’souza

Allan Rodrigues
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agPnMxp5Occ


AOE Diary
The AOE didn’t have a lockdown. A lot happened after the last 

in-person meeting on March 09, 2020. Now, it’s time for an 

update and here's what’s coming your way.

• The AOE and CCBI Commission for Ecology released a 

compilation for Laudato Si’ Week 2020 (May 16, 2020 to May 

24, 2020) with  daily activities like examination of the 

conscience, rosary meditations, sessions on calculating carbon 

footprint, concrete suggestions for eco-friendly living and more 

as well as a music video - The Laudato Si’ Song - in 

collaboration with the Office of Human Development and 

Climate Change Desk of the FABC. The video by Fr Ryan Alex 

and team had over 5000 hits on the AOE YouTube channel in 

less than 24 hours

• The e-booklet Reflections from a lockdown commemorating the 

fifth anniversary of the public release of Laudato Si’ has 

experiences and reflections in caring for creation

• On World Environment Day (June 05) and World Oceans Day 

(June 08) the AOE published  reflections through WhatsApp 

from June 01, 2020 through June 08, 2020. Fr Joseph 

Gonsalves, Fr Luke Rodrigues SJ and Shawna Nemesia 

Rebello based these reflections on Laudato Si’ 

• The AOE and CCBI Commission for Ecology has prepared a 

booklet for the Season of Creation 2020 – Reflections on Aqua 

Fons Vitae – featuring quotes from the Vatican document, 

questions for reflection, a daily activity and a prayer for each 

day from September 01, 2020 to October 04, 2020

• Pamela Fernandes penned an article 'Coming Soon: Season of 

Creation' in the current issue of the Examiner

• The Catechesis by Fr Luke Rodrigues SJ on Season of Creation 

premiered on August 29, 2020 

• The Certificate Course for Eco Ambassadors was held online in 

July and August 2020 for those who missed out on sessions 

last year
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https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/AOE - Laudato Si Week Booklet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOwmQtdbwLk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdbiStNM4bv_mG5Zx2f16zA
https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/Reflections_LS 5th Anniversary Special.pdf
https://mumbaiaoe.webs.com/AFV for SoC2020_AOE_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSqcoR8pCIk
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What do you do with

If you’re Victor D’Mello, you do whatever it takes to grow 

methi and then have five harvests from March to July. He even 

sent some to relatives staying in Chembur ‘since their society 

was quarantined and they were not getting any supplies’.

In the lockdown, that he describes as 

‘fantastic’ - Victor grew ‘a lot of’ 

microgreens in small trays and empty 

bottles telling as many people, so that 

‘many could make the best of it’. 

At the time of publishing this article, there were still 

six karelas growing and four went into an amazing 

dish his wife made that ‘everyone enjoyed’.

Not the usual stuff
Julius Rego has spent the past decade experimenting 

with organic gardening helped by kitchen-waste 

compost. He now has a variety of vegetables like 

Assamese Doodhi, brinjal, iceberg lettuce, Bok Choy

and more. Julius runs online sessions too. 

Get in touch - xvrrego@gmail.com

St Michael, Mahim

a discarded washbasin?

St Theresa of the Child Jesus, Airoli
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Sacred Heart, Vashi 

Carol Fernandes has discovered her green thumb 

during the lockdown. She wakes up by 4.30 am to 

water her plants, talk to them, be with them...She 

even dreams about them sometimes. And there’s 

quite a bit to dream of. Her balcony garden has 

papaya, jamun, green chillies, tomatoes and a few 

flowering plants. She also composts the kitchen-

waste and the plants love that! 

Dreaming
of plants

Garbage Concern Welfare Society has been 

running a workshop called ‘Herbs that Heal’. 

Taking a cue from that, Francin Pinto’s window-

ledge garden has mint, aloe vera, periwinkle, 

ashwagandha, ajwain, brahmi, ginger, etc. Her 

husband was diagnosed with cancer last year and 

a herbal concoction may help boost his immunity. 

Get in touch - francinpinto@gmail.com

Our Lady of the Assumption, Kandivli West 

Healing Herbs

My Eden
Philomena Picardo

Our Lady of Dolours, Sonapur
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There’s always a pot or two with Haldi, Ginger, Beetroot growing in 

Angeline Rodrigues’ tiny balcony garden along with several varieties of 

chillies for ‘the birds’ and kadipatta for ‘butterflies to lay their eggs on’. 

St John the Baptist, Thane

Sadly, the papaya tree in Teresa D’costa’s garden 

‘had its head knocked off because of the storm last 

month’. To save the tree from dying, Teresa covered 

the topmost end with a plastic jug and to her surprise, 

new branches have started to appear! 

Infant Jesus, Ghatkopar East

She feels the touch of God! But 

otherwise it’s been a good 

harvest with nearly 15 karelas. 

This is a short story about a boy 

named Ciboni Vaz and his cat named 

Mitten. It has two endings - one happy 

and one sad. Boy starts growing 

tomatoes, kadipatta and palak. Cat 

eats everything. The End. 

Sacred Heart, Vashi 

p.s. Mitten says he’s innocent. 

Ciboni submits photograph. See 

pic. Draw your own conclusion.

Everyone seems to be doing what we were doing long 
ago but stopped - growing our own food. 
Let’s never stop now that we’re on to a good thing!
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Dolphy Mendonca loves the challenge 

that comes with experimenting by rooting 

and regrowing coriander & spinach 

fertilised with kitchen-waste compost.

Maureen O'Brien’s garden started as a need 

to connect with the planet during the 

lockdown. Thanks to kitchen-waste compost, 

she now grows pumpkins, chillies and a few 

ornamental plants. What began as a reason 

to compost and reduce garbage is now a 

source of immense joy and food too!

Sacred Heart, Vashi 

Holy Spirit, Kalamboli

Herbs like Rosemary, Basil and Thyme 

‘thrive in the Mumbai weather’ and 

Anderson Mendonca’s garden is 

testimony to it.

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Borivli West

Condensed 
Garden
Joseph Pereira

St Michael, Mahim
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Over the last few months, did you paws? 
I mew you did!

The Crow, the Robin and I

I wake to the sound of the robin. Everyday! 

And no, I do not live in a village, by the fields. 

Though I wish I did. Mine is an urban concrete 

sprawl. So imagine my joy when the robin 

sweetly mumbles on the branches of the big 

tree in my compound. Surprisingly, during 

lockdown, I’ve been able to identify around 

eight different birds before sunrise.

But I’ve made friends with the crow. She’s 

home nearly all day at her usual place on the 

window sill. She knows she will have her pot of 

food and a bowl of water. She’s picky. Loves 

my chapatis but not rice or shop-bought 

bread. I’ve often seen her look the other way if 

I change the menu. Fried goodies or bits of 

meat or fish - and I can actually feel her 

smiling. Until I put these by the window, she 

won’t leave, even if I try to shoo her away. And 

no, I’m not allowed a delayed service. There 

will be loud cawing - shrilly at first and then in 

that low guttural way. 

Crows have a habit of swooping down.

This one just keeps sitting on the window sill, 

‘looking down with disdain’ at the other 

members of the flock who are satisfied with 

whatever is given to them. She’s aware of 

etiquette too - gets me gifts of flowers, bone 

or anything that she can bring. 

And then there are the visitors like the 

pigeons, sparrows, parrots and squirrels, 

who come for the food I keep for them by 

the window. The sparrows sometimes have a 

bath in the water kept in the bowl. They think 

it’s a bird-bath.

The birds are like my neighbours, my friends. 

I love learning about their behaviour. Maybe, 

they love me too!

Belinda Lopes
Eco Ambassador

St John the Baptist, Thane
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Mylene Sequeira shares her experience of feeding her 

feathered friend - Mr Crowey - who has a knack of sensing 

her presence in the kitchen. He is happiest when Mylene

returns from the market and starts cleaning fish or chicken. 

Then he caws to his pals to join in. ‘There’s a tasty morsel 

coming’, he seems to say. He’s so unselfish! 

Mr Crowey

Our Lady of Dolours, Sonapur

Modern day St Francesca

Sunita says her neighbour Suzan Cletus should be called 

St Francesca because like St Francis of Asissi, she reaches out to all 

of God's stray creatures - cats, dogs and even the crows. She feeds 

them home-cooked meals and also ready-to-eat branded food like 

Pedigree. You’ll often see her talking to them too. 

St John the Baptist, Thane

Then there’s the story of the kitten abandoned by its mother. 

After wandering aimlessly and meowing sadly like only 

abandoned kittens can, she met Susan. Now, after several 

saucers of milk and lots of loving petting, the two are 

inseparable. Susan admitted two dogs to the veterinary 

hospital, all alone, in the dead of the night and stayed with 

them. She still looks after them, now that they’re back. 

God bless the Suzans of the world. And bless neighbours

like Sunita who tell their stories!

Sunita Valladres
Eco Ambassador
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April was a busy month for Shawna Nemesia Rebello. 

And also for the squirrels. She was busy identifying and 

counting the five of them scurrying in the garden near her 

house. Then by the end of May, they ‘just disappeared’. A 

simple case of ‘gone missing’ or something to do with 

animal behaviour, weather, food availability? Now monsoon 

insects are ‘swarming’. But alas, she isn’t counting them!

Counting Squirrels

I have on good authority that Bishop Allwyn D’Silva has taken 

to walking within the parish grounds of St John the Baptist on 

the banks of the Masunda Lake. And on these walks he’s been 

listening to the trilling and chirping of the birds.

The Three Wise Men

Fr Joe Gonsalves, Head of the AOE, must probably be 

doing the same at the verdant green St Pius X Seminary 

campus in Goregaon where he teaches. 

However, Fr Luke Rodrigues SJ, Socius (Executive Assistant) 

of the Bombay Province of the Jesuits, is doing something 

else. He’s monitoring three cocoons that have caught his 

attention. Watch this space, like he is watching and waiting 

for the emergence of the winged wonder – the Lime Butterfly. 

Now, you didn’t hear or read any of this from the team at GREEN. 

If you like to identify bird calls, here’s an app.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.svss.indianbirdsongs&hl=en_IN
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St Joseph, Juhu

My organic farm by the sea

Reagan Creado is an organic

farming consultant. 

Follow him on Instagram

Malabar spinach is such a great alternative 

to commonly-available spinach as it is a 

perennial creeper that just needs good 

sunlight and a grill to climb on. During the 

lockdown we’d have yummy stir fries every 

other day, and there’s plenty to share with 

others too. Barbados cherries are sour-

sweet delights and the beautifully-shaped 

tree can fruit year-round. 

I live by the sea and microclimate plays a 

huge role in growing food. Most of my plants 

die every year due to the strong winds and 

salinity in the air. I’m fortunate to have 

ground space to grow food in Mumbai but 

it’s sad to see plants you’ve cared for over 

several months die overnight, especially 

when the monsoons are a time of 

abundance for others. Focusing on 

increasing soil-health and diversity while 

saving seeds and applying permaculture and 

biodynamic principles has helped somewhat, 

and I’m always learning.

Growing food and some wild-foraging 

during the lockdown ensured that my 

parents and I were pretty self-sufficient with 

our greens, vegetables and some fruit, while 

also being able to make a number of 

healthy teas and kadhas. 

Harvest from my garden is often small, 

ugly-looking (to some people), bug-eaten or 

deformed. The proof is in the taste though.  

They are almost always guaranteed to be 

tastier, sweeter, safer than anything you can 

buy, and packed with more nutrients per 

serving.

I enjoy growing a mix of perennial and annual edibles all year.

So there are the vegetables (okras, brinjals, chillies), herbs 

(spearmint, basil, tulsi), creepers (blue-pea flower, passionfruit, 

giloy), greens (Malabar spinach, Ceylon spinach, roselle, methi, 

mustard, moringa), bananas, roots (haldi, yams, ginger, arbi), 

aromatics (lemongrass, citronella, elaichi), fruit (Barbados cherries, 

mulberries, papaya), sugarcane, edible flowers, microgreens, etc. 

https://www.instagram.com/reagancreado/
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The story of a 1000 toilet rolls
My name is Thaddeus Pereira and I’m only 74. I’d like to paraphrase 

Stephen Grellet - we must do all the good we can in every way we can, 

because we pass through this world but once... 

It all started with me collecting bits & bobs and odds & ends especially 

the cardboard inner cores of toilet rolls. Aren’t some of our best ideas 

conceived when we’re on the... you know what I mean! 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, Borivli

With the help of 10 close friends, who shared my 

aspirations, we accumulated a good number of cores. 

Then came the difficult part. What is one to do with all 

the carefully collected cores?

And then the eureka moment. Why not a seat that would 

withstand the weight of a person - a slightly heavy one at 

that. Within a month, I was all set with a neat colourful

seat - completely built from cores, cardboard and 

coloured paper. I then went on to make a small bench 

using two empty Amul Taaza carton boxes, within which I 

arranged the cores.

Since then, I have prepared a sofa seat with a 

back & arm rest (14 kgs, 100 cores) and 

another bigger one at the request of an aunt in 

Goa. I am now working on a chair. I must have 

utilised nearly a 1000 cores and in the process 

saved them from reaching a landfill. 

I believe in addressing today’s ‘throw-away 

culture by reusing, recycling and upcycling’.

Get in touch - thaddeuspereira@yahoo.in
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The Environment Cell from Our Lady of 

Lourdes, Malad West (Orlem) organised a 

series of fun competitions. These included 

Veggie garden in a pot, Eco-pictionary (uniquely 

captioned pics), Khana khazana (Zero waste 

cooking) Twitter feed (bird feeders from 

upcycled products)  Family Connect with 

creation (poems, essays, drawings, etc.)

Love for nature, in a lockdown

With 108 submissions, this initiative was 

definitely successful. Shawna Nemesia 

Rebello from the AOE who judged the event 

said, “At a time when environmental 

safeguards are being bypassed and diluted, 

you are all doing your bit to care for creation.” 

The other judges were Eco Ambassador Luna 

Murzello-D’Souza, LEED Certified Architect 

Prushini Das and Parish Youth in-charge 

Deacon Kelvin Santis. 

Earlier this year, Our Lady of Lourdes, Malad West (Orlem), 

set up their butterfly garden. Post-monsoon, we’ll probably 

see butterflies. 

And if you’re in Bandra, take a look at MCGM D’Monte Road Garden

maintained by enthusiasts and the municipality.

They’re also on Instagram.

https://www.mid-day.com/articles/mumbai-residents-create-farm-in-middle-of-bustling-bandra/22708208
https://www.instagram.com/dreamgrovebandra/
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Who loves Alphonso mangoes? You, me 

and believe it or not - Bears.  

When I was a child, I had a garden. I’d grow 

tomatoes, beans, bhindis, onions, guavas, 

chillies, papayas, brinjals, bananas, lime, 

greens, etc. Later, as a trekker, mountaineer, 

rock climber and bird watcher, the natural 

world and agriculture was part of life. I found 

a small piece of land (heaven really) on the 

fringes of a rocky deciduous forest outside 

Ramnagar, near Bengaluru. It was a perfect 

mix of forest, rocks to climb and a place to 

have a farm. 

The logic being - when I grow millets, the 

crop leaves a lot of carbon in the soil. To 

maintain the carbon/nitrogen balance in  the 

soil, I grow grams and dals right after millet 

crop. The real reason was, of course, that 

bears love millets and tamarind.

Over the years, I learnt to maintain the fine 

balance of the local ecosystem and co-exist 

with the bear and leopard population. The 

bears will always have first rights to the 

mangoes and millets on my farm. I won’t 

have it any other way! 

This place is also home to sloth bears 

and leopards. 

I started with an Alphonso Mango orchard 

and when I realised bears and I both love 

mangoes, I decided not to fence the land. 

I also did not want to sell the produce from 

the land and experimented with what could 

grow there. This dry rocky area was amazing 

for millets like ragi, barnyard millet, kodo, 

foxtail and little millets. I have also been 

growing tur dal, horse gram, tamarind, etc. 

If you’re in Bengaluru, do visit wildlifesos. 

You ‘could possibly’ run into Seema who 

volunteers there, but you’ll ‘definitely’ run 

into a bear. Don’t let it run into you though. 

https://wildlifesos.org/
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Grains-to-Green
Let’s rewind to 2016. Two girls, who have not met each other (yet!) are looking 

for nutrient-rich leafy vegetables. Anagha Bhilare from Panchgani comes to 

Mumbai to study chemical engineering and Wirra Creado is at her corporate 

job. Their quest (and subsequent meeting) gives birth to Grains-to-Green (GTG). 

Several experiments later, they now have a thriving greenhouse in the Don 

Bosco Campus in Matunga. What started with wheatgrass and microgreens has 

now grown into ‘envisioning a future where every home in crazy-busy-struggling-

for-space Mumbai can create their own food garden’.

If you meet the two girls, they’ll tell you what you 

should have done, but didn’t. And that is growing 

and consuming wheatgrass. It is a powerful 

antioxidant and immunity booster. GTG conducts 

kitchen gardening courses at schools and 

workshops that explain the nutritional benefits of 

microgreens, herbs, vegetables and, of course, 

wheatgrass. 

It’s nice to know that they’ve put together a 

small team of equally passionate people who 

not only grow food but also earn a livelihood 

through it. GTG believes that ‘planting a 

garden is believing in tomorrow’!

Follow them on Instagram

When people get together, magic happens!

https://www.instagram.com/wirradias/
https://www.instagram.com/grainstogreens/
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OLPS Terrace Oasis
The Redemptorist Fathers and Brothers 

have got a beautiful terrace garden with 

fruits, flowers and vegetables. 

Fr Prem D'Souza with the ‘green fingers’ 

has helped create this urban oasis that 

visiting birds seem to love too. 

Community members of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Succour (OLPS) Chembur

spend time tending to the garden and 

this commitment not only bears fruit but 

also flowers for the Chapel and some 

vegetables too.
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Green Souls 
In 2012, a bunch of enthusiasts started a 

community farm at Tata Advanced Centre for 

Treatment, Research and Education in Cancer 

(ACTREC) Hospital in Kharghar near Mumbai. 

Since then it has been a revolving door of 

committed volunteers across age groups. 

What binds people together at the farm is the 

sheer passion for nature and a heart 

overflowing with love.

Produce from the organic community farm is 

mainly for the paediatric patients undergoing 

treatment at Tata ACTREC. At any given 

point, there are about 40 kids and their 

parents at the research centre. The farm 

supports them with seasonals like bhindi, 

rosella, spinach, amaranth, tendli, spearmint, 

starfruit, citronella, haldi, etc.

So here’s your chance to become a nice Green Soul. 
Follow them on Facebook and Instagram

There are a lot of under-25s coming to work 

at the farm - soiling their hands and dealing 

with the strenuous work required. Some 

young mothers introduce their toddlers to 

the earth by not only letting them soil their 

hands, feet and clothes but also allowing 

them to interact with worms and bugs. 

The lockdown has been very tough for the 

farm but Mansi Tyagi, Co-Founder of Green 

Souls and the young energetic gardener 

Munir have kept the farm alive, repaired the 

shed, raised funds and kept on supporting 

the patients at a time they needed it most.

https://www.facebook.com/greensoulsmumbai
https://www.instagram.com/greensoulcommunity/


The United Nations selects 
Archana Soreng as Climate 
Change forerunner
By Elsie Gabriel

Climate Reality Project - Mentor and National Coordinator - Oceans

She will be joined by

1. Nisreen Elsaim (Sudan)

2. Ernest Gibson (Fiji)

3. Vlaidslav Kaim (Moldova)

4. Sophia Kianni (United States)

5. Nathan Metenier (France)

6. Paloma Costa (Brazil)

Archana Soreng, a Catholic from Sundergarh in Odisha, and six

other young climate activists from across the globe have been

named by UN Secretary-General António Guterres to a newly

established Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change.

The seven young climate leaders will advise

Guterres regularly on accelerating global action

and ambition to tackle the worsening climate

crisis.

Archana who comes from the marginalised

Khadia tribal community has a Bachelor of Arts

(Honours) in Political Science from Patna

Women’s College and a Masters of Arts in

Regulatory Governance from Tata Institute of

Social Sciences (TISS) in Mumbai. She is

currently working as a Research Officer in

Vasundhara, Odisha. Archana has been

documenting and promoting the indigenous

forest community. Her representation on a

global stage will greatly help forest dwelling

communities of India who’ve been protecting

nature with traditional conservation methods.
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Dried leaves

Once green

Now strewn

Less seen

True that. 

Do we pay attention to dried leaves

except to sweep them away?

Even then, they dance

Dried leaves all around us.

Also, broken crockery, discarded furniture, 

abandoned buildings, memories…

with their ‘once upon a time’ stories...

Dried leaves are in people around us too

we pass them on the street,

they live in our neighbourhood,

in our own homes and hearts as well...

One day, we too might become dried leaves... 

Message from old wrinkled dried leaves in my garden: 

“Don’t let age take away your grace,

dancing spirit, your magic.

Keep it to the very end!”

Dried Leaves
Fr Terrence Quadros SJ

Shrine of the Infant Jesus, Nashik

GREEN the Jubilee Edition



26

GREEN the Jubilee Edition

Let's praise the Lord for creation

And nurture Mother Earth

Let's heal what we’ve hurt

And help her unwind 

Darkness and despair our life covers

As Corona triumphantly hovers 

Ravenous locust strike dischord,

And fauna laments unto the Lord!

The profit we obtain in deformation of terrain,

We exterminate her offsprings for selfish gain,

She laments and moans in terrible pain, 

Our continued torment is insane

In ire she shrieks out loud!

In surges of fire and bursts of thunderclouds!

Tsunamis roar and tear up the shore

Tremors shake and displace us even more

Let's undo what we have done

Together we can, and we will as one

Care For Creation
Annie Gomez
Eco Ambassador

Our Lady of the Visitation, Nerul



International Days observed by the United Nations
Every year, governments, civil society, the public and private sectors, schools, universities 

and, people like you and me organise and participate in activities. This year, and we all 

know why - we may not be able to do it. If you can raise awareness through social media, 

tell us about it on mumbaiaoe@gmail.com. Click on each icon to know more…

September

07

Day of Clean Air for 
Blue Skies

September

29

Day of Awareness 
on Food Loss and 
Waste Reduction

October

05

World Habitat Day

October

10

World Migratory 
Bird Day

October

16

World Food Day

October

31

World Cities Day
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-food-waste-day/
https://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day
https://www.un.org/en/events/citiesday/


At Your word, the Earth brought forth plants yielding seed and trees of 

every kind bearing fruit. The rivers, mountains, minerals, seas and forests 

sustained life. The eyes of all looked to You to satisfy the need of every 

living thing. And throughout time, the Earth has sustained life. Through 

the planetary cycle of days and seasons, renewal and growth, you open 

your hand to give creatures our food in the proper time.

In your Wisdom, you granted a Sabbath; a blessed time to rest in 

gratitude for all that you have given; a time to liberate ourselves from 

vicious consumption; a time to allow the land and all creatures to rest 

from the burden of production. But these days our living pushes the 

planet beyond its limits. Our demands for growth, and our never-ending 

cycle of production and consumption are exhausting our world. The 

forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields fail, the deserts 

advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. We have not allowed the 

land to observe her Sabbath, and the Earth is struggling to be renewed.

During this Season of Creation, we ask you to grant us courage to 

observe a Sabbath for our planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust in 

your providence.  Inspire us with the creativity to share what we have 

been given.  Teach us to be satisfied with enough. And as we proclaim a 

Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face of creation.

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

St Pius X College,

Aarey Road, Goregaon (E),

Mumbai 400 063

P : +91 22 29270953

E : mumbaiaoe@gmail.com

W : www.mumbaiaoe.webs.com
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Season of Creation 
2020 Prayer
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